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THE VALUE ORIENTATION OF MANY RURAL YOUTH FAILS TO BRING
ABOUT SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION INTO THE COUNTRY'S LABOR FORCE.
THIS FAILURE IS MORE FRONOUNCED WITH THOSE YOUTH WHO
EXFERIENCE EXTREME ECONOMIC DEFRIVATION, ESPECIALLY IF THEY
ARE FROM A MINORITY GROUF SUCH AS NEGROES, SPANISH AMERICANS,
OR INDIANS. THE GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROVIDING
ASSISTANCE TO COMMUNITIES, INDUSTRIES, AND INDIVIDUALS TO
ALLEVIATE MANFOWER FROBLEMS INVOLVED IN THE RURAL TO URBAN
TRANSITION. TWO BASIC ELEMENTS NEEDED IN A MANPOWER PROGRAM
GEARED TO THE PROBLEMS OF RURAL YOUTH ARE--(1) AN IMFROVED
SYSTEM OF INFORMATION ABOUT EMFLOYMENT OFFORTUNITIES, AND (2)
A NEED FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE THROUGH EXFANDING JOB
OPPORTUNITIES. SOME FROGRAMS WHICH HAVE AFFORDED TRAINING TO
MANY RURAL YOUTH INCLUDE--THE MANFOWER DEVELOPMENT AND
TRAINING ACT, THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS ACT,
THE ECONOMIC OFPPORTUNITY ACT, AND THE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
ACT. THROUGH THE CONTINUATION AND EXTENSION OF THESE TYFES OF
PROGRAMS A SMOOTHER TRANSITION WILL BE REALIZED BY RURAL
YOUTH. THIS SFEECH WAS PRESENTED AT THE NATIONAL OQUTLOOK
CONFERENCE ON RURAL YOUTH, OCTOBER 23-26, 1967, WASHINGTON,
D. C.y SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE U. S. DEFARTMENTS OF
AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, EDUCATION, ANC WELFARE, INTERIOR, AND
LABORy OEO, AND THE PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL ON YOUTH OPPORTUNITY.
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This Nation has put together a remarkable kit of manpower tools in the
last few years. Many of these tools are designed to enable us to work
with the youth in our econony, tc move new workers as rapidly as we can
into Jobs, and more importantly, into meaningful work opportunities that
will enable them to move up both in incomd terms, and in terms of"
satisfying other important objectives of life,

In spite of nmy optimism over what we have done ir recent years, I reco-
gnize that we have not done éndhgh_in tailoring our programs for the
needs of young persons in rural areas. I believe, however, that we are
beginning to face up to these programming problems and are on our way
to solving them.

It is probably reasonable to say that the term "rural youth" itself
accounts for some of our program problems. We have been discovering
that, Just as the urban environment has a built-in diversity of péople
with implications for manpower programs, similarly rural youngsters find
themselves in a variety of circumstances.

We cannot ignore, for example, the family circumstances for our rural
youth. Among farm families, now only a quarter of the rural population,
there are strong contrasts that have clear effects on manpower pProgra -
ming. The value orientations of the commercial farm family leave little
need for special occupational and trairing service programs. Character-
sitically, these million or so prosperious farm families pass to their ,
children the kinds of aspirations and occupational goels whieh are
readily transferable to eventuzl participation in urban life. Their
children tend to finish high school and a goodly number go on to college,
Typically the 75 percent who eventually leave for an urban life are
reasonably prepared for non-agriculture jobs. This group requires
minimal service in terms of occupational training programs.

Two other types of families provide their children with a valve orienta-
tion that suggests a minimal need for manpower services: professional . .
and business families of high status in the small towns, whose orientation °
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to education and occupations virtually guarantees & successful transi-
-tion into the labor force, and families whose orientations and sources
of livelihood are essentially urban, but whose residence is rural.

Consider in contrast, the youngsters from a subsistence farm family

or the poorer town dwellers. In the main, theirs is not a middleclass
business orientation, nor are their values. Research consistently shows
a low level of aspiration. No great stress is placed on education.
Leaving high school before graduation is not unusual, and participatiocn
and involverent in community affairs and services is rare. Clearly, the
need for occupational and training services here is great. In addition
special neans must be devised which recognize isolation and lack of
involvem=nt and which encourage .the use of those programs and services
that are available.

\:?inally, there is the minority family--not mutualliy exclusive of those
already discussed ==the Negro families of the South, the Spanish-American
families of the Southwest, and the Indian families on and off reserva-
tions. These families include many youngsters for whom eppropriate
training and occupational services are essential. Characteristically,

as we know, their educational attainments are low and their work futures
uncertain. Here we come to grips with the major programming task in
providing occupational end training services for rural youth,

Let me make clear ny intent in drawing distinctions. I am aware that
they are incomplete and that many other factors are equally important.
Regional differences, for example, are not to be ignored. The youngsters
in Appalachia cannot be equated with youngsters in many counties of the
upper Midwest. .
As some of our research suggests, we cennot ignore the fact that in some
rural regions Horatio Algar lives, and hard work and making good are
vital themes. Obviously, and for good reason this is less so in other
regions.of the country. But the point to be made here is that manpower
service programming must be tailored to the population to which it is
addressed, not only in content but in its form and manner of approach,

I believe that the history of manpower progrems in the last decade shows
that we have p&ld heed™to these vital distinctions more in urban than in
rural circumstances. :

The newness of many mannower programs which are reaching rural youth and
providing them with an "expanding range of occupational end training
services," means that, we are more able to point to the merits of the
new program ideas than to the numbrical force of their problem-solving
ability. I believe that as our sources of information about rural

youth improve our perspectives and understanding of their problems, we
increasingly will generate new program approaches to remove some of the
extraordinary delemmas which so many rural youngsters now face in their .
search for an appropriate place in the work of modern, industrial society. °
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There is the need to recognize the government's respbnsibility for taking
active steps to help commmities, industries, and individuals to over-
come those difficult manpower problems which simply are not being met
by the institutions and processes of the job market. These responsi-
bilities go far beyond provisions for occupational angd training
services. While we must do what we can to make rural to urban migration
a more rationsl and efficient process, we must do it in econjunction
with broader programs aimed at developing growth and economic viability
in rural areas. We cannot choose one direction to the exclusion of the
other. The megalopolis is undoubtedly here to stay, but it cannot be
all things to all people, ’

Let me outline two basic elements of an overall manpower Program which
are especially relevant to the problems of rural youth ss we understand
then today,

l. The need for rural ‘areas is an improved system of information
about employment opportunities ang outlooks; expanded job place~
ment services, vocational cownseling; including for each youngster
a realistic evaluation of hisg aptitudes in terms of their relevance
to his occupational interest; finding ways to further assist urban-
bound migrants in their preparation and search for a Jjob.

2. The second great need for rural areas is economic assistance
through expanding job opportunities by means of economic develop-
ment in depressed areas; increasing jobs in conservation; assisting
small farm operators to develop supplementary sources of income and
developing work experience programs for the young designed for both
training and the testing of occupational interest.

Specifically this rural effort must include measures to insure good
elementary and secondary education for all young people in rural areas;
financial assistance and incentives to help needy youngsters stsy in
school, including encouragement to higher education for those who are
able; effective vocational education, emphasizing skills needed in
growing industries and occupations; and increased training and work

-experience opportunity for Jobless out-of-school youth,

With these broéﬁ program ambitions as background let us examine more
closely the opportunities afforded to young people in rural areas by the
manpower-related programs legislated in recent years through the
Manpower Development and Training Act (MDTA), and Economic Development
and Public Works Act (EDA), Economie Opportunity Act (EOA), and the
Vocational Education Aet (VEA). I will also discuss some of our past
programming problems and some of the solutions that are now in sight,
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MDTA Training A

We estimate that over 60 thousand rural youth have participated in MDTA
training programs, both instutional and on-the-Jjob, during the five
years of MDTA operations, and that approximately TS million dollars"
have been expended for their training. In terms of proportions, about
one in five enrollees in MDTA programs to date were classified as rural
and about one out of three of the rural trainees were under age 22.
This means that young rural people accounted for about 6.5 percent of

all MDTA enrollees--somewhat greater than the 4 percent they represented

of the total population 16 and over in 1960,

In 1966, close to 45 thousand rural residents participated in MDTA
courses, while about one-sixth of them enrolled in agriculture-related
occupations, the remainder received training in some 43 non-agricultural
skills such as welding, auto mechanics and clerical and sales training.

The Manpower Development and Training Act authorizes a national program
of occupational training., Given its limited resources the MDTA services
have been aimed at people who have the rost serious employment and vo-
cational training problems, those who are least able to adjust to the
drastic changes occurring in the job market and who are mostly likely
to be missed by established manpower development and related services.
This group includes unskilled workers with low educational attainment,
minority group members facing barriers in moving up the occapatmonal
ladder, the long term unemployed, unemployed people moving to urban
areas, and people in chronically depressed areas. In short, it seeks to
ease the most severe personal handships and social and economic bentions
without duplicating state, local governuent, and private manpower

activities., c—

In keeping with this mission effort has been made to promote training
opportunities in rural communities where low-income and other economic
deficiencies prevail. Farm families that have less than & total annual
income of $1200 are considered unemployed under the Act and are, there-
fore, eligible for training allowances. Also with MDTA support, each
regional Employment Service office now has rural menpower training

specialists assigned to expand and improve training and manpower services

for rural workers, to coordinate the developmen* of new techniques for
improving skills, and to make available a more complete range of man-
power services in rural areas.

As with all programs in rural areas, low population density is an ever

present problem. Under MDTA, the @evelopment of the individual referral

plan has helped to overcome the problems inherent in arranging training
classes for a widely dispersed population. Under the plan, individuals
my be referred to training in ongoing institutions since the small

- numbers of persons involved make it infeasible to establish an MDTA
class for each of several occupations. Contracts recently signed with
several national business schools operating in eight states will allow
rural residents to be referred to training slots in these private
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schools, The MDTA will provide subsistence, allowances, and the
necessary supportive services.

The MDTA program is also attempting to involve community groups such

as the rural community action agencies in the training effort. In
Fastern Kentucky, several agencies have tndertaken the development of
on-the-Jjob training projects. Under a project sponsored by the AFL-CIO
Appalachian council in 11 states, three thousand disadvantaged persons
from the Appalachian region will be placed in on-the-Jjob training with
the help of local unions. Preference will be given in sélection to
enrollees from the Neighborhood Youth Corps, the .Job Corps, and the
Title V program of the Economic Opportunity Act.

Neighborhood Youth Corps Program

The Neighborhood Youth Corps is one of the largest Federal programs for
youth. It is estimated that close to one-third, or almost 418 thousand
of the NYC enrollment opportunities, have been extended to rural youth
since the program began on January 1, 1965 at a cost of about 226
million. In fiscal year 1967, 657 or 45 percent of all NYC projects
vere in rural ereas. They served 17T7,00C enrollees, about one-third

of the total. In its brief histrry, the NYC has linked its program with
the work of agencies such as the Soil Conservation Service, the Agri-
cultural Extension Service, the Bureau of Public Roaeds, Rural Community
Action Agencies, and several farm organizations.

The NYC program holds great promise and utility for rural youngsters,
because rural areas are well represented, but also because of its proven
dynamic character, its willingness to expand its responsibility and
scope as a youth program, Initially, the NYC mission was to keep.
youngsters of low-income families in school, or encourage them to return
to school if they had already left. This was to be done primarily
through counseling and earnings from a part-time jJob. An important ele-
ment in the NYC is its resolve to see that its work experience programs
lead to something else., This implies a strong follow-up of individual
enrollees to assure that they receive the services needed for a success-
ful transition into the work force. Some of the forward looking features
in a strengthened NYC program call for: (1) greater vocational emphasis
in the work experience program, leading to more training-related Jobs
and fewer of the menial variety; (2) increased counseling services of a
form and content that would be more reaningful for out-of-school as well
as in-school enrollees; {3) improved screening of project sponsors to
assure genuine sponsor interest in the enrollees and their problems and
strong commitment to the NYC program idea.

To show the particular relevance of such changes, let me summarize some
preliminary observations we have received from a research project we
are sponsoring in the Midwest which is concerning itself with some of
the knottier problems of "Optimizing the benefits of NYC projects for
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rural youth," Outmigration is a characteristic of most rural areas

touching 21l its population segments and affecting all aspects of rural

life, More than an attempting flight of the rural poor from the harde
ships of poverty, it also affects the better educated young reople of
the more prosperious families. Those who go on to college usually do
not return to their home commmities because their skills are not
needed there., This affects our program efforts in smaller communities
where the leadership is aging, the people are strongly traditional,
their outlook, and in fact are often opposed to the initiation of new
programs to aid their young. This is well illustrated by the inade~
quacies of the small school system in vocational counseling and voca-
tional training offerings. With an inadequate tax base for school
support, the system is not large enough to warrant a full range of
training opportunities. The high school curriculum is largely college-
oriented, while vocatiocnal course offerings are often few and ordinarily
limited to agricultural pursuits., Based on available findings to date,
it is difficult to estimate' whether rural NYC projects have more fre-
quent operating difficulties than do urban projects., However, the in-
vestigators did observe that the NYC programs which operate on a milti-
county basis were more acceptable to rural leaders than those operating
on a single-county basis., Multi~-county projects provide a greater
variety of job placerents and often come under the control of a full-
time administrator of a multi-county community action program., This

invariably assures more effective supervision of local people who work
directly with NYC enrollees. -

We have also learned that it is desirable to provide the rural youngster
with work experience which allows him to test out his job interests .in
an urban environment, During the summer of 1967, five experimental

and demonstration projects were conducted to find ways of achieving
this. The projects, located in Goldsboro, North Cerolinaj Lynchburg,

Virginia; Jackson, Tennessee; Athens, Georgia; and New Orleans, Louisiana, -

pProvided an opportunity for approximately 190 rural youngsters to work
in and learn about life in the city. These summer urban orientation
programs concentrated on disadventaged youngsters in their teens, many
from large or broken families, all of whom had poverty level incomes.

The program-was designed to provide total, full-time exposure to the urban
environment. In the North Carolina project, for example, enrollees in
the city of Goldsboro lived in dormitories for eight week, returning to
their homes only on weekends. All participated in & realistiec work
situation which brought them into contact with a variety of people and
taskss The full-time jobs ranged from clerical duties at a nearby Air
Force base to assisting group workers in recreation and other activities
at a school for the mentally retarded. Job orientation, counseling and
on-the-job visits by the staff constituted some of the project support
services. Instruction in math and language arts was also offered on a
tutorial basis. Cultural and musical activities were added as were field
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trips to such places as Williamsburg, Jamestown, the State Capitol,
end art museums. For many of the enrollees, these activities were | i

"sirst experiences."

e T e

Mach of our program experience suggests that perhpas we start too late
with our concern for the work futures of our youth, that our program
emphasis should be more clearly developrmental as distinct from the
remedial cast of our present programs. Given the unique disadvantaged
faced by youngsters of poor families in rural areas, we considered ways
of helping such youths under 16 to meet their school responsibilities.
As a result the minimm age limit for in-school Neighborhood Youth Corps
enrollees was lowered from 16 to 14. Another might be straight schol-
arships for some impoverished youngsters without requiring them to do
outside work for their money. Alternatively, we can continue to view
the young child's school attendance as dependent on the overall
resources of the parents and explore family income supplements such as
children' allowances, the so-called negative income teax, and modifi=-
cations . public assistance procedures.

t

Vocational Guidance For Rural Youth
The choice of vocations is particularly difficult for rural yoeuth. To
help them select appropriate courses of education and training, young-
_gters are encouraged to make some kind of tentative occupational :choice
years in advance of entering the labor force. Similarly, schools mus}
take choices on the content of their vocational training based on esti-
mates of what skill requirements will look like years in the future.
These decisions must be made in the face of rapidly changing technology
and manpower needs, with little knowledge of the independent and compet-
ing decisions of other youngsters and of dther schools. Obviously,
manpower development programns must place great emphasis on accurate
assessment of future manpower requirements and resources and on competent .
vocational guidance of rural youth. Yet such services are relatively
scarce and sometimes completely absent. All too often rural school
euthorities 1limit the use of guidance services, or inadequate financial
resources do not permit them, or narrow school offerings reduct their

. u‘bility. »

~

For meny smaller rural areas, the Department of Labor's Cooperative
Employment Service School Program offers the only vocational guidence
service availsble. The program provides help to high school seniors,
dropouts, and summer Job hunters. Each fall, on invitation from the
high school, a representative of the United States Employment Service
visits the school and explains the available services to all the seniors.
Those seniors who are not going to college and others who desire assis-
tance in career planning and Job hunting are then given aid in the form
of Job couriseling, aptitude testing and placement services. During .
the last academic year, over 500,000 seniors registered for various kin
of assistance. Assistance is also offered to those who have dropped ou
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of school., Last year over 82,000 dropouts were aided ang 40 percent
- were placed in Jobs., The Employment Service also found employment
for over 240,000 rural youths during the 196§ summer,

& - - e e
L e e e .

All told, the Cooperative School Program serves almost 1/2 of the hi gh
schools in the country, Although detaileq statistics are not available,
the program is probably underrepresented in the smaller schools, many
of which serve rural youth, Higher program priority should be given to
servicing small rural schools, and vways must be found to reestablish
service to those school systems where lack of compliance with eivil

rights requirements has curtailed such Programs,

Other needs in the vocational guidance ang counseling programs which
particularly benefit rural youth are:

1. Special provisions in the urban local employment ~ offices for
imigrant rural and small town youth. Interstate plans vhiech
would provide the rural population g greater range of place-

: zent opportunities ‘are alse needed\

- 2. Additional itinerant counseloprs for remote areas,

3. Intensified outreach to isolated rural areas angd small comminities

' Counseling of youth about mobility prior to his decision to more

Pilot Program on Labor Mobilit | :

Labor mobility,demonstration projects, authortzed under MDTA, have been
conducted since early 196% by the Federal-state employment security
systems The pilot projects are designed in part to determine the effec-

are planning to move from a rural to ap urban environment, To be eligible S
for assistance, the bProspective recipient myst have received an offer of
& pérmanent Jjob in the area in which he intends to relocste, Job. place-
ment and job development services are also provided by the program,
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Ageregative Program Efforts .

Several other of our manpower service programs follow through on our
recognition that rural areas can best be served by an aggregative
approach, which broadens the base of the efforts either on a numericsl
basis or on a program content basis.

. The Iowa {tate Manpower Council, funded as an experimental and demon-
stration program by the Manpower Administration is one such project
which served as a forerunner to comparable efforts in other States.
Although not strietly rural, it devised an important means for solving
& basic programming problem in many rural areas that is establishing a
sufficient population base for the efficient operation of a manpower
service. The Iowa State Manpower Council developed the first statewide
on«the-job training contract, which made the State the agency by which
OJT subcontracts were negotiated and trainees were placed. This brings
the benefits of OJT to more residents of rural areas, particularly those
from more remote communities in which the number of potential trainees
is insufficient to support an 0JT training program on its own. Five
other states are now following the Iowa example with prime contracts for
0JT programs being negotiated on a statewide basis.

Another effort at a more collective approach to providing manpower
services to the rural areas, particularly its poorer residents, was also

. first explored in an E & D program. This effort began four years ago in

a conference held in Norfolk, Virginia, where a unique training program
was already operating. The conference brought together Fresidents and
other officers of Southeastern rural colleges to discuss "the college

as a regional center for training rural workers." The Norfolk program
served as an example of what can happen when a single team is responsible
to a single authority for all the components of a manpower program: Re-
cruitment, testing, screening, intake, curriculum planning, case work,
supportive counseling, and job placement. It demonstrated what the cule
tural resources of & college could mean for the disadvantaged iural
poor, and how the status of a college-supported, college-sponsored .pro-
gram can more readily elicit community action.

As a result of this conference, a network of college=-based rural train-
ing programs was created using college facilities and administrative
resources vhich are not available in most impoverished rural areas. Each
of the college programs developed its own emphasis for testing a wide
variety of experimental goals. For example, the Florida A & M University
project sought to demonstrate the effectiveness of special services in-
cliding the recruitment, selection, training, and placement of low

income rural workers; the use of volunteer comnittees in providing
follow-up services after training; and a first effortat providing inste-
ruction about the urban environment as a means of reducing job finding
pProblems among- the probable migrants from rurel areas. Occupational -
training in the Florida project included: auto service station operation,
cooking, general sales, upholstery, and several other fields.,
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Another project, at Northern Michigan University, concentrated on
testing the revolving group concept of training which was devised to
adapt to the small number of potential trainees available in rural
areas. The revolving group form of training also allows for an in-
dividualized instruction approach and provided sorme flexibility in
the time o trainee must spend in the program. Starting with perhaps
30 trainees, the training schedule is maintained by adding new
trainees as eavlier enrollees graduate or leave the program,

There were approximetely 13 such programs located at colleges and
universities in the South and Midwest which have provided training
and supported services to disadvantaged rural youth,

In addition to the college~based rural program, projects with similar ‘
objectives have been carried out by groups such as the Arizona

Migrent and Indian Ministry, which pravided seasonal migrant workers
itith basic education and an opportunity for year-round employment.

A later complementary program was developed for pre-Jjob orientation,
pre-apprenticeship on-the~job training, physical training and remedial
work, particularly for those young migrant workers not meeting usual
requirements for entrance to training classes,

A Revised Approach to Manpowes Development in Rural Areas

It is quite apparent that we need new ways of dealing with rural noane
pover development--ways which go beyond the aggregation of progran
resources and which would at cnce overcome the spacial programming
difficulties that are common to all rurel areas end which would take
into account the diversity of circumstances that exist enong rural
populations. The need for increased programming in rural areas is
clear: by inecome definition, cne in three rural families is poor;
chronic poverty, by whatever definition, marks the families of share-
¢roppers, other subsistence-level farmers, migratory farm workers,

and hired hands on ferm and in smell towns alike. In many rural

areas the quality of elementary and secondary education is substandard,
often being particularly inddequate in preparing youth for the specific
skills required in urban work. As it must, outmigration continued,
with the loss, in many cases, occurring on the side of the more pro-
ductive worker. The lack of balance in the remaining labor force
undoubtedly hinders the prospects for attracting industry and other-
vise improving the economic base of rural areas,

Although it msy be trite to complain that a piece-mzal program approach
will not do the Job, it is nevertheless clear that this statenent

has a special validity for rural areas. Realistic economic planning
has been a major obstacie in most rural areas, partly because of the
leck of technical competence required to analyze the economic c¢ir-
cumstances end associated manpower needs, and partly because of the
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lack of information needed for such a task. In addition, while it is
undoubtedly true that rural-urban differences are diminishing with
time, differences which affect our program efforts continue to exist
and must be taken into account. The many rural community studies cone
ducted during recent decades have consistently shown that a relatively
static orientation of life is characteristic of meny rural awellers.
Community resistance to change is persistant, partieularly with respect
to educational and vocational offerings, and adds & special difficulty
in providing occupational and training services.

More extensive use of plarning grants to local program sponsors is

one device that can be used to improve program beginnings. Another
trend of great promise is the concerted and concentrated services
epproach to meeting cur manpower problems. In the manpower field there
are relatively new techniques of program construction. Their prospect
for success arises from three crueial provisions common to bothj first,
a specific avoidance of the narrow view which focuses on a specific
problem; second, a determination to effectively coordinate the program
efforts with all private and public agencies which could provide sup-
portive services; and thirdly, a commitment to include the local leader=
ship in both the planning and execution stages of the progranm,

Smaller Conzmunities Program -
The Smaller Coumunities Program first addressed itself to these problem
Years ago when the Department of Labor in concert with seversl State
employment securitv agencies undertook an experimental program to
develop & gpecial mobile office technique to service remote rurel ereas
not previously provided with adquate manpower services, At the
request of commmnity groups interested in improving the econony of
their areas, a mobile team of StateEmployment Service interviewers,
occupational counselors, a youth specialist, and test administrators
essisted by labor market analyst move into the area gemerally for a
period of about three or four months. The service the mobile teen
provided include (1) determining the current and potential manpower
resources of the area, (2) assisting in the evaluation of the overall
economic rescurces of the area, (3) cooperating with other agencies
and community groups in developing programs for economic development,
(4) providing employment counseling, testing, and placement services
to individuals for Jobs within or outside the area, especially within
commuting distancej and (5) determining occupétional training needs

of the area and the training interest and potential of the regidents.

Over the yerrs, the growth of the Smaller Coiﬁﬁggzgés Progran has been
steady, but modest. There are 20 mobile teams operafing in 18 States
and serving more than 200 counties which do not have permsnent employ-
rent offices. - S
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The "Concerted Services Approach," currently being implemented on an
experimental basis, is an outgrowth of the Smaller Commmities Program.

Along with the recognition that any manpower program should be fashioned

to suit the special needs of the rural conmmity to be served, the .
. concerted services approach seeks to expand the range of programs

5 available by drawing on the resources of other appropriate Federal

agencies,

The task force developing this approach currently includes represen-
tatives from the Department of Agriculture; Commerce; Health, Education
and Welfarej Housing and Urban Development; Labory and, the Small
Business Aduministration.

A comprehensive manpower program for rural areas vader the Concerted

Services approach should help individusls obtain the general education

and work skills they need to achieve their maximum skill and earnings
potentiel, in line with their interest and aptitude, and help meet the —_—
complex skill requirements of the rural erea's employers. Elements of

8 well-rounded manpower development program for rural areas under the
Concerted Services approach embrace the following:

1. Measures to insure good elementary and secondary education for all
young people in rural areas.

2. Financial essistance to help needy youngsters stay in school and
to move on to higher education if they are qualified,

3+ Effective vocational education~-emphasizing skills in growing in-
dustries and occupations. This should include the provision of
training and work experience opportunities for Jobless out-of'-
school youth.

4, Retraining facilities for unemployed adults, supplemented by
allowances to help them support their families during the training
reriod.

5+ Faecllities for part-time adult education to help employed workers
upgrade and update their skills and knowledge. . |

6. Alternatives in the form of work opportunity or income maintenance
when work is not available or training not feasible.

Te Day care centers for children of training and working mothers.,

Expericnes to date with the pilot projects wnder way in Arkansas, Min-
nesota end New Mexico, has shown that Federal and State agencies work~
ing together with the local leaders can effectively bring education and
training opportunities to rural residents. This approach provides an
effective means for introducing new programs, such as Job training for
welfare recipients under Title V of the Economic Opportunity Act, and
the Human Resounces Development Program of the Public Employment
Service, In the pilot counties, three times as many people are now
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participating in new programs of training and education as in other
similer rural counties, High priority will be given to extending
this promising new approach,

Concentrated Employment Program
In The spring of lQ%T, the Labor Department created & pool of funds

totaling nearly $100 million from the delegated manpower programs
of the Economic Opportunity Aet and from the Manpower Development and
Training Act, to be used for a Concentrated Employment Program.

Grants have been made to cities and two rural areas, the Mississippi

Delta and Northern Michigan, both marked by severe and chronic un-
employnment, '

The Conecentrated Employmeqt Progrem was developed in recognition that
the traditional approsches to alleviating poverty and poverty related
problems are not likely to suffice; that they must be vastly expanded
into areas and functions not hitherto generally considered parts of
the traditional_range of supportive services. By its concentration on
small areas with a set of definable conmon problems, the aim is to

f° .hion the program to the needs and individual character of the
particular areas in whieh it will function.

-=The programs are devised to draw out and to deal with only the
hardest cases of people who are poor and unemployed.

~=These cases are dealt with on a basis which recognizes that the un~
employment results more -from personal characteristics than economic
conditions. There is a strong individualization of the training
and job referral (and follow-up) functions.

-~There is a substantial enlistment of private employer (and labor
union) interest ana participation in the program.

-==The entire project is worked out in & single agreement with the local

agency involved, although the components may come from the MDTA or
Economic Opportunity Act authorizations ang appropriations,

This, the Concentrated Employment Program is an administrative attempt
to combine a variety of work experience and training programs with
supportive services, in a single contract for a specific geographic
area., The community action agencies in most of the selected areas
will serve as the prime sponsor and coordinating body.

The program provides a two-week general orientation program in which
coaches or counselors will work with enrollees on an individual basis
to prepare them for referral to the action phase of the program, either
to Jobs, to the most suitable training program, to school when that is
deemed appropriate, or to some combination of the three. An intensive
effort will be made to encourage private employers and labor unions to
provide specific job opportunities that have previously been closed to

»
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hard-core Jobless. Coaches will maintin contact with enrollees even
af'ter they take jobs, provided whatever assistance in necessary to
make to him selfwsufficient. on the Job. Throughout the progran,
enrollees will receive supportive services as required to allow them *
to move toward productive employment. This will include, where .
necessary, medical and dentel care, legal help, day-care facilities
for children of working mothers, and orientation on the use of
available transportation.

The Mississippi Delta Concentrated Employment Program will serve an
18--county area of the Delta, which is home to some 40,000 unemployed
rersons, 40,000 underemployed persons, and a prepcnderance of families
headed by women. |

The Delta Program will combine 20 different program components in-
cluding MDTA basic education and occupational instruction, on-the=Jodb
training, direct placement, and many supportive services. Employment
and related services will be extended to an estimated 3 to 4 thousand
people during the 18 month life of the program. Once recruited, the
enrollee will spend two weeks at one of the two Orientation Assessment
Centers that have been established. The Center will determine each
individual's needs in preparation for placement in one of several
employrent progranms. -

Although the CEP for the present fisecal Year is primarily an urban
effort, with a start in only two rural areas, tentative plans are to
extend its application to six rural areas in FY 1968 and 75 rural
areas in 1969, :

"

Conclusion

I have tried not to belabor the many statistics and other points of

information that tell us that young people in rural sreas need help

in preparing for and finding appropriate Jobs. That there is & despar-

age need for increased manpower services in rural areas is & plain and

irrefutable fact. Perhaps our awareness and concern about problems of

rurael to urban migration sometimes clouds our sense of priorities.

There is sometimes a tendency to choose tetween the problems; either -

urban, or rural. The choices, however, are not of an "either, or

variety. Both urban and rural problems demand ample measures of -

attention. To do otherwise is merely to nurse a problem which is sure ¢
to loom larger in the years shead, The concerted and concentrated ,:
approaches, now being implemented as means for providing manpower ‘ 3
services more intensively, make eminent sense., Such programs are ;
consistent with the broader goals of our manpower policy, that is: i

-=t0 sort out the talents and poténtials of the young and to,assure'

‘ each individual a chance to use then,
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~-to fashion programs that can stand the tests of econonmic and social
feasibilitcy. In rural areas especially this calls for aggregation
of effort and for community rarticipation,

~=t0 recognize resource limitatdions and to center efforts on those
problems and persons whose needs are greatest and most immediate.

~-and finally to raise our sights beyond the traditional form of
reactive programming, that is to look forward to the time we can
devote most of our efforts to solving emerging problems through
acticipatory planning rather than by after the fact remedial action.

In briefer terms, we will have done weil to the extent that we smooth
the transitions bvetween the many life events which affect & person's
work. For rural youth we have & beginning.




